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stages the inner nature demands the discipline of service
to acquire the qualities needed for the next stage. There
is a tendency in such souls, called Shudras, to yield to
outside impulse without a developed judgment. It is the
stage of confusion, of illusion, the sc confused mind " of
Patanjali. To this class belongs the serving type, the
Shudra, and the law of his growth is obedience, devotion,
fidelity. With little judgment of his own, his Dharma
is blindly to obey the one he serves, like a soldier under
the command of his superior, and he is not expected to
show higher virtues.

Having learnt the lesson of obedience and fidelity
in many lives, he approaches the next stage, that of the
Vaishya or the old type of merchant, where the Dharma
'or duty is to take up an occupation and acquire wealth,
thereby evolving the characteristics of just dealing, keen-
ness, shrewdness, fair payment in fair exchange, frugality,
etc. Liberality will be the law of further growth for the
Vaishya, but not the liberality of carelessness or overpay-
ment. He gathers wealth with energy and shrewdness
and spends it with careful discrimination and liberality on
noble objects and schemes for public good.

The third stage is that of the Kshattriya, or the
ruler and the warrior, where the inner nature is combative
and aggressive, ready to protect every one in the enjoyment
of his right. His strength is the barrier between the
oppressor and the oppressed, and right for him is the
following of war and the struggle in the jungle with the
wild beast. He develops courage, fearlessness, endurance,
splendid generosity, devotion to an ideal, loyalty to a
cause, throwing away of lifejn defence of the weak and
in the performance of duty* During this stage when the
outer vehicles are plunged into bloodshed, mutilation and